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Silent Meeting 
WONDER t the WORLD, &c; 
READER; = « 


CE0SS0648 - Aving formerly paſſed through g twofold Minifiry; 
S Ry 


Ferit, As a Gifted man'in the National. __ 


bd ® Secondly, As a Baptiſt ; and now brought to wait 
Ee Þ on Godin lilence, it is a wonder to many ; upor 
0002000 which the Lord hath led me forth to publiſh this 


Paper, and make it a free gift unto thoſe who delire 
fome ſatisfa&ion concerning Sent AMecting, in which I wait on God 
for a Purer Miniſtry, if he pleaſe to bring me unto ic; or if fall 
Nort (like eFoſes to dye in Mount Nebo, Der, 32, 49.) and only 
ſee it atar off, his bleſſed will be done. MTs 


\_ I preaching fbrft inthe National Miniſtry for hire, _— my Ser i 
rom. that. +; * 2 
Merchandizing, becoming a Baptiſt, and preaching freely without ' ' 


Tons at my beſt Marker, and afterwards being took oft: 
Jeling, did now think my ſpiritual condition to be .” Bs 
wery good ; but the Eternal God, who empties from 7ey. 48, 11, 
yellc] to vefſe], to take away all the carnal taſte, did TM 
not ſuffer me many years 1n this eſtate ; who by a further difeoye- 
ry of himſelf, brought me back to ſilence, that I ſhould wait with 
_ the deſpiſed remnant, called Quakers. oe 


And as one alone from the tumult, or outſide of a wood,can cafify —- 


hear the clamours and outcries within; ſo T being come. forth of 
| the Forms and Foreſts of the world, unto a holy litence, by the 
- Power of Jeſus Chriſt within me, could the better difcera to ſee and 
vaaw the various Sets and Forms A theic Congregations, how nt 

| A 3Z pr 


* 0 


Ca > 
ed 


i 
- WRT SIN 


Et) AE bs hank 50%, 


Bethe moſt part were WAL ouſe of Chriſt; which with 
T heavy burden on my ſpiri', 1 beheld cheir Parochial Aﬀemblies ts 
appear ſotneEthing like Nebuchadnezzars Image in the golden head; 
Dan. 2. but upon a through obſerya:ion in the Lite, Frui:s, and Con- 
ve:ſation, as the iron and clay ; barren, fruiclels and empty, havin 

the imitations and forms of Godlineſs, but denying the power oft 


Chriſt, in leading forth the Creature. © 
When thus, like the returning Prodigal, ( Luke 15. 17.) Icame 
to look on my ſelf within, 1 faw how I had tedon husks ; bur 
| God ( my Father ) had breadenough : And al hough Arts, Scien-. 
ces, teaching for hire, getting of mony, with ſuch carnal delights, 
quietedfleſh a while,” as. a Rattle or Pipe: doth a Child, fora time, 
wichout the breaſt; yet now that immortal part iceing irs emptineſs,. 
and coming to the true hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ; no-- 
thing but an eternal God would ſatisfie, to give that bread, fleſh, and 
drink of Life, ( John 6. 51, 53. ) whereby a poor ſoul may grow 
In grace, and in the knowledge.of God : But thoſe that live and de- 
pend only upon outward Forms, and viſible Things, the ſame deceive 
thouſands, who thereby fall ſhort of what they imagine. - : 
__T now ſee that he is no true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, but who 
is led forth by his Spirit, and ſuch we rejoyce to hear declaring the 
things of God : Otherwiſe upon mee:ing we fit ſilent with the 
tongue, yet having a heart full of praiſes, where 

7obx 4. 24%, we worſhip God in Spiri andin Truth, whomakes 
2 Cor. 6.16. our bodies Temples for the ſame Spi it : not ſpeak- 
IF ing by hear-ſay, and humane Ar:s, but lay all that 
. gown : whenearihly choughts, ear hly words, and earthly works. 
ate all laid afide, and rhe Temple withinus is ready, the Light of 
Chriſt ſhining in it, and the Lord, with a further maniſeſta-ion of his 
TL ove, Enters it by his Eterna:! Power : whereapon we can truly 
ſay, That the Lords preſence is amongſt us, feeding of his Flock, 

and making us feel the power of an endleſs Life = 
As one muſt come forth of the houſe, which intends to ſee tt 
round about, ſo we, in obedience toGod, being ſeparate and come 
forth from che world,can the better fee how the ma- 

> Cor. 6:17. jor part of the People come '0 their Vi © ſhip astoa 
| Market, dreſt up in their faſhions, with their tongues 
5n carnal diſcourſe, both going thither and returning back, the eye 
g2zing upon vanity and filth,the car ready to receive ſuch "_ os 
: , , files, 
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Gles, and: the: heart as an \hA to forge within, whereby 
they come, not enquring like the Sſpoule of Chrilt, Cant. 1+: 
7. or as a People to do the work of God, as a true Wite to. 
rezoyce in her Husband , bur as an Harlot that wantcns and 
ſports her ſelf : yea, if they ſtay a while for their coming t9- 
_ gecher, whar ſcoitng, playing, quarreling, carnal taix, un-. 
leecmly behaviour, and linful ations are taken up amongſt 
them, woful experience can teſtifie ? 

And among ſuch-People I poor wretch did once ſpend ſome 
tim-, ſe:.ins them words, which they paid tor, but did not 
keep them ; uling pleaſing expreſſions, and ſpeaking by hear- 
fay ( as ©thers did) and not upon experience from Chriſt 
Wi.n:1 me, but by imitation, as Players on a Stage, aſlume the 
Nam-., andadt the Perſons of Princes, Nobes, &c. but beings 
. come off and unmasked, they ate no ſuch men : yea, 1 was pei- 
| ſwaded then, that fleth muſt ſin, and have its luſts fulilled, 
whie | wa- inthe body, not ſeeing that all fiithineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit muſt be cleaſed, or eſe. holineſs cannot _ : 
be perfected in the tear of God, and with: com- * Cor. 7.1. 
fort I write this Truth, Thar I have found and felt more of 
the Lord- prerence in one Silent Meeting; than I have done in a 
hundred Sermons preached by me in rimes paſt, and though 
then I did deliver thera with much zeal. But this is, 
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4 WONDER,TO THE WORLD, » 


Who have given their money for that which is not bread ; If a: 
55- 2. buying the Letter of their P. ielts, that chide them for 
{1nning, yet tay, They mult continue ſinner- while they are in 
this Body ; telling the People, that God mult d> ail for then) . 
andin th.m; yet bid the ſame People to get Faith, gt Re- 
pentance, ec, ſo thar the new Creation, ta making a New 
C:eaure, is a. Myſtery unto them that are thus jgnorant, 
--2 Cor. 5.17. Which aftirm, that People muſt live in lin until 
they die , as if God had laid a neceſſity upon the Crezture ro 
offend him ; therefore they ow n no Lizht with- | 
1n, nor Power of Chriſt vichin, whereby t9 2 Cor. 19. 
bring each thought in ob«dience, but rather like .w. 5. 
_ the Athenians, they mock at What they under- ye 
2... ; Taxe 


ſtand not, Acts 17.18, 
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'- Take heed therefore, doth you thar ſell Scripture Leiter for 
money, and you Hearers which think-you buy #.; for thus 
Simon the Sorcerer thought with his money to purchaſe the 
Gift of God, bur his deceit deceived himf:If, and he wenit with- 
out it, eAt#s 8. 20. And do not think, that ſpeaking, hearing, 
and reading the Scriptures, ſufficerh ro make youwiſe unto 
Salvation, z Tim: 3. 15. burconſider how it muſt be by faith iu 
Chriſt Jeſus : So except (Chriſt in Spiriz be within to work 
Faith and Otedience, the ſceing, heating, or reading the Let- 
ter-avails lictle without us : tor the Letter of form:r Scrj- 
ptures, the'Scribes, Phariſecs,, and perſecuting Pricfts had, who 
crucified Chriſt ; as many ncw have the Letter alſo, yet to 
little purpoſe, whitleſt they ſeek to deſtroy the works of the 


Spiric. Nor doth Chriſt ſay, That there is Eternal Life in the 


Scriptures, 7ohn 5. 39. but reproves the Jews, who thought 
ſo, yet would not own him who was the ſubſtance of all, 
Look therefore,by the Light of Chriſt within you unto whom 
yeyeild your ſelves in your members to obey,as eyes to ſee,cars 
to hear, tongues to ſpcak, hearts to think, &c. 
Rom.6. 13, for therein you are ſervants, whether in power 
16, for doing good, or under the Devils power by 
living in (in : and whether you live after the 
fleſl in the Devils power, or after the Spirit in Gods power, 
may be eaſily known by the mind within of each man and wo- 
man : for npen what th: mind is carried with moſt eagerneſs, 
joy and delight, in carthly things, or upon heavenly things, in 
that eſtate you are at pr: fent, of fleſh or « apo either for Hea- 
yen or Hell, Rom. 8.5, 6, 7. Yet I adviſe you not to take 
this or that outward Form, but to ſeek for that Pearl, and ſe 
( or part with) all earthly affections to buy or obtain it, Mar. 
13. 45. even that Kingdom of God to be within your ſelves 
which is in the Santified ones : for God mani- 
Like 17. feſts himſelf inthe Creature, making his People 
"BL Partakers of the dinine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4- cau- 
| ling things inviſible to be underſtood, even his 
Eternal Power, cc. So that he leaves man without excuſe, 
Rom. 1.20. and for that Spirit which jeads into theſe Truths 
we lijently wait. And this was, oo 
Pratifedby the Apoſtles, Who had from Chriſt two prone 
0 OmMmse 
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tel _:- 
Commiſſions for going forth;to preach. 2 The firſt From Chriſt 
in the fleſh before his death, L»k.o.1, ro,which laſted bura time 
for although-they could caſt forrh devils, while it held,yer being 
ended, they conid not do it, Luke 9, 42-4nd in this they went 
only to the. Jews, Mat, 10.5. 1, ISTH 
The ſecond Commiſſion was to aJl Nations, AL4r. 28:19. 
both ro Jews and Gentiles ; given them by a riſen Chriſt, and 
confirmed by the Holy Ghoſt, or Chriſt in Spirit, about Fifty 
dayes aftcr, A&.2.1. during which time, although thay prayed, 
yet they did nor go forth to preach unto the oy unti they 
had that Spirit which they were commanded tow ait for, Aci# 
1.14 Epbeſ. 1. 13: as the Seal of their Commiſſion, ets; rig) 
Sothey were ſilent, as unto Preaching, wherein they waited 
for that which ſhould lead them into all Truth, John 16. 13. 
| Whence note, It was not the Letter, or Chtiſt. in the fleſh, 
that Jeſus ſaid ſhould do it, but him in Spirity who promiſed his 
Diſciples.to come again unto them; Joby 14:28: 7ohn 16, 22. 
and although he cameagain to thematfter he was riſen from the 
dead; yet inthe ſeveral Promiſes, we may ſee how it was the 
Holy Ghoſt, or Chriſt in Spiric ſhould lead thentinto all Truth, 
and bring all things to remembrance ; and make them able. Mis, 
nilters of the Spirit,. foh# x 4.264 2 Cor.3.6:; And fuch the'Holy, 
Ghoſt teacheth, Luke 12. 12. yea, it isſaid, The;'Holy Gholl 
ſpeaketh, Mark 3. 1, And the Spirit ſpeaketh in them, 7a, 
1920, And what injuries are darc tothem:is taken to himſelf, 
Adatth.2 30 S | | P's 
. Thus being at Jeruſalem, all jnt one place, with one accord, 
{ as they were commanded to:wait: ) + Adts 1. 4+ Abs 2.1. in 
that Silent, Meeting they received whar they had waited -for, 
' which made chem able Miniſters of the Goſpel : and thea 7erep 
 beganto ſpeak, Verſe 1:4. This being the order of their ſecond 
Commilſion, and is to hold unto all that look for Chriſts ſpi-1 
xitual coming into their fleſh. to make then able Goſpel- 
Teachers, and theirbodies a habitation and temple for the fame 
Spirit, 1 Cor. 6: 19.: Epheſ.'. 22. Therefore 1t is not Chriſts 
ſpiritual coming in modgs Saints fleſh, which I feel, thar gives 
me comfort ; but when-the ſame Holy Ghoſ, even Chriſt in 
Spirit dwelleth in my Body, I then cat witnels it, by his Eter- 
val Power within, who is my Light and my Saviour, Burt this 


-” 2 , — - 


& a ſtrong Leffon'ts the wortd; 'who cannot receive or know 


| Things: oy 


| Firſt, Aoſes believed and obeyed, ſeeing things afar off, 


# 


tis Spirit promiſed tobe in the Saints, Jobs 14. 17. Yet this 
'remember,thart who hath not Chriſtin him, he is a Reprobarte : 
2 Cor..13: 5; Which Sctipture-Truth, and Goſpel-Practice is, 
Owned by the People of Gol, ſcornfully called Q U A- 
K'ER $:" Who coming like Solomon '( Ecclef. 2.') unto felf- 
experience, in ſecing all our joyes, pleaſures, profits, or other 
things delighftul to the fleſh, to be bur vanity and vexation, we 
become Hilent thereunto; not anſwering, to obey the luſts 
of the carnal mind, but as deid to the world, that we may 
Give unto God : Even thert humane: Prudence , in things 
of the Lord is-laid-in blence'; and- fleſhly- glory . is emm- 
ptiedforth ;-leaving off to love the world,* or the things of 
the world ( 1 7obn 2. 15.) as formerly , being as the prear 
dung-hill for-the true Cenvert'to keep under his feet, and not 
magnifie4 in his heart ; knowing that every work and ſecret 
thing, both good'and evil, muſt- come'to judgement, Eccleſ. 
Ii which holy ſilence, alchough the tongue ſpeakes not, yet 
the Spiric helperh, Rom. 8. 26. which the heart-ſearcher be- 
holde.h : the Body in Silent-Meeting reſting from Jabour 
{( which 1s all the reſt in a carnal mans worſhip ) but we go 
turther, witha hearr ſtriving to reft from ſinful Imaginations, 
and cntering upon atrue reſt1f God, of which we feel; ſee;a 
_ . --  - taſte inits beginnings/as aricarneſt of our bleſſed 
Rom.$.23. Inheritance ; deſiring Chriſt may take the whole 
; Dominion'in us, to deliver from that bondage of 
corruption, by redeeming the Body fromthe ſame, which in 
part is begun, and ſhall be finiſhed when Chriſt is formed, Gal. 
4-19. andthe ſtrongeſt takes the whole poſſeſſion but a time 
we mult wazr for this as at Berbſaidas Pool, untilthe Lord by 
his healing-water cures hispoor wounded Crea: ures. | 
In .conlideracion of ſack a ſpiritual Miviltry, note three 


The work, of Moſes. | 0.0 0902 0 IF: | : 
Of Cleift- mn WF - ot HE HONG 
Of Chriſt in the Spirit. 7 J 
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yet drank of the ſpiritual Rock that followed: bit his work 
' Was not to hold unco the end ina Levitical Mimſtry , and'pay- 

ing of Tithes, with material Temple-worſhip, &c. By i 
ſhews how the Lord would raiſe him another Prophet to be 
heard, and who would not hearken to that Propker (Chriſt Je-, 
ſus) in all things, the Lord would puniſh, Der. 18. 15, 19. 
of whom Peter-and Stephen ſpake the ſame, Acts. 3. 22. Acts 


W-| © 

: } e's, Note Cheiſts work in the fleſh, who had a glory 
with God before the world was, 7ohn 17. 5. but now ame 
a body to iatisfie for ſinners, and preached in that body, to be 
the Lizht, for enlightening the worid, to make them +aincs, not 
as if they were ſuch, but that rhey might be ſo:ſhewing how his 
rue Diſciples and followers ſhould forſake all to embrace 
bim, John 1. 9. and they belevied he was the Son of God : Yet 
then, (he being with them in his fleſh ) they were ignorant of 
many things ; as the Riling from the dead, Mark g. 10. and 
underſtanding of the Scriptures, Luke 24. 45. and of Chriſts 
Kingdom, thinking it ſhould be temporal in 1ſrael, Acts 1. 6. 
and of his Sufferings, before he entred into his glory, after his 
fleſhly manifeſtation. Lake 24. 21, 26, Yea, John Baptiſt teſtifi- 
cd of Chriſt, yer afterwards ſent to know if it was he, fat. 1. 
1, 3. Neither doth Chriſt ſay, that then in fleſh he told his Diſ- 
Cciples all things, or lead them in to all things ; but left that 
work unto his coming in ſpirit, John 16.13. john 14. 16,26. 
For, although in himſelf he had the Spirits tullneſle, yet to be- 
lievers it ſhould not come untili he was gone away in fleſh, 
Zobn 16. 17. the yeſlel of his body being broken, and the Un- 
&ion thereof, to fill many therewith : where Note, As Moſes 
Miniſtry was now at anend, ſo alſo Chriſtin fleſh ſhould de- 
part, and Chriſt in ſpirit would come, to ſet up a Minſtry, and 

abide with Believers for ever, John 14.16. Heb. 13. 8. 
Thirdly, Conſider Chriſts work in ſpirit, which is to abide 
for ever ; But at this the: Jews ſtumbled, thinking it was in 
fleſh he ſhould continue alwayes, and ſo they looked for a tem- 
poral Kingdom, and outward glory, 7ohn 12. 34. as many aim 
ar in theſe dayes : whereas his Kingdom: is nor of th's world, 
7ohn 18. 36 neither are his Miniſters of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit, 2 Cor. 3-6. called wy S—_ ( or new —_ ) 
inj- 
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Miniſters, having ttiat Wh in their hearts, before proz 
mifed, Jer. 31,3 3. 1a. 54 13-7obn 6 45. who ſhould not 
fearch Authours, Commentaries, Manuuſcripts, as a Shop: 
book, for a Sermon, but ſpeak trom.the power of Chriſt with- 
in, as. Paul did, Gal.1.16. and the Apoftles Ads 2. did, having 
the Word in the Mouth, and inthe Heart, Rom. 0.8. For the 
Scriptures muſt be preached by the ſame Spirit that gave them. 
forth, and not only by humane Learning, for fleſh is not able ta 
comprehcnd the things of God z and who bath not this ſpirit 
is none of his, Rom.$.g. from whence we may ſpeak boldly, 
[That thoſe which have not this Spirit, to p:each from it and 
by ir, they are none of Chriſts : and by thus Spirit they. knew 
the things of God, who had received it, x Cor,z.10.12, and 
this ſearcheth the deep things of God : So it is. plain, that 
;True Miniſters muſt have Chriſt im Spirit, who ſpeaks in Spi- 
rit, Mat 10. 20, 40. And who heareth or deſpifeth them is. 
ſaid to do it unto Chriſt, Zuke 1 0- 16. 1 herefore we-mult pray: 
God to ſend us ſuch, for.men cannot do.ir by calling one ano 
ther Bachelors, and e Haſters, and Dettors upon hamane Arts 
and Ads ; which is like that of the Jews, 7ohr 5: 44 where- 
In one man took hohour of another : And take heed leſt ir be 
with you as it was with Jeruſalem, of whom it is not ſaid ye 
could not ,, but, ye would nor, Liikg 13. 34 A ſad condi 
Hon. | | | , 
And now this z2th day of the 7th Menth, the Word of the 
Lord came unto me, to warn all you in power ; and you -Na- 
tional Prieits ( or Minifters ) called Biſhops, Deans, Dottors,, 
or inferior; and you that are Heareys, Know ye, that the: 
' Lord is pleading hi- own cauſe; and hath aſtrong comroverlie 
with you ; -Therefore take heed whar Miniſtry you plead for 
and remember what Lanſwered!Williain Pr yme ;. That there 1s 
710 Gofpri-Plea for Tythes, nor forced Maintenance, &c. To 
you that was; and this is, fromthe Lords Spirit by me his 
Meſſenger. IG be Oh Lean 
. Now as the Apoſtles Silent Meeting was in expeRtation of - 
the Spirit before promiſed ; ſo God ( in Scriptures )-/ having 
ingaged himſelf,that in theſe latter dayes there-fliould be flow= 
ings forth thereof, we ſilently wait for it z_ and whioſo looks 
now for tfiis promiſed” Spirit ( being a frequenter: of. Szlexe 
| EE | Ty Meeringy 
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Afectings ) muſt inthe power of Jeſus Chrif, fincerely ſtrive 
T0 darenkeh three things in themſelves ; R ſincerely ſtrive 


1, ef Spiritual Watch. 
2. eA Spiritual Touchſtone, 
3. The Spryirual Scales. 


T ſay unto all, Watch, Mark 13. 37. For you know not 
when the time of Tryal is, or when th? coming'of the Spirit 
ſhall be ; it being as the wind, which bloweth where i: liſteth, 
obn. 3.8. For tieſh loves to break out, and have its will, and 
the luſt thereof ; therefore the Spiritual watch muſt be truly 
kept within, to ſee and note what works are in hand, and what 
words are iſluing forth, and what thoughts are in thee : Bur 
thoſe which keep not this Watch, do run haſtily upon ation, 
and their rongues ſpeak unadviſedly, in haſty Queſtions and 
Anſwers, oftentimes procecding to Paſlion and rage, like 
ſhort fits of madneſs, with their hearts wandring out after 
folly,and carnal obj:&s;by which means many Profeflors break 
forth into filth, yet ſay, They are Souldiers of Chriſt, but keep |, 
not 2 Spiritual Watch under him ; ſo their Tongues are not 
bridled, nor have they learned to take heed unto their wayes, 
P/al. 39. 1. ; | 

SS boes, if thou ſcekeſt to reap the pure benefit of Solexe 
Aleetings , learn, 

Firſt, To come unto a Pure Silence in thine ovvn ſelf, which 
Is to lalence all in thee that is evil, by that Eternal Power of 
Gag; ſorthy Tongue, Heart, and Hands ſhall be under the 
faithful Watch, and the Actions without inthe Body, with thy 
Actions within of thy mind, as Love, Foy, Deſire, 8c. witl 
dy degrees be all brought into rue Obedience. Which Watch 
keeping according to thy meaſure { or Talents received ) [tn 
ſhall not have dominion over thee ; but thou wilt grow in 
Grace, and become a Conqueror in him that_hath loved thes, 
'T herefore remember what Chriſt ſpake to his Diſciples, was 
alſo te thee and me, Watch, Mark, 1 3. 37. = 

Secondly, When the work, word, or thought is thus ſtaid 
by the Watch, then bring it to the Spiritual Touchſtont, for 
&ryal, whether it þe goed or no; for oftchtimes Satan and 
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Fleſh covers Vices under the-names of Virtues, and will either 


extenuate or leſten a ſin, or elſe flouriſh ir over with ſome 


* zeal, or pretence of holineſs, therefore we muſt prove and'tr 


them in the Light of Chriſt : which the Apoſtle ſets forth by 
Examination and proof of a mans own work, 2 Cor. 13.5. 
Gal. 6; 4.. and thereby is ſeen what is accep- 

Epbeſ. 5.10. table tothe Lord : For God by his Spiritual 
ifal. 3. 3 work cometh into a. man, as a Refiner, to pn- 
rifie ; and unto- what ſtrength and heat the - 

Spiritual fire in thee is come, ſo is the melting, trying, and ye- 
ning within, upon the proof of thy actions, and taking away 
of droſs and filth : yea note in words themſclyes, how ſome- 
times they are too many,ſometimes unſound and unrrue, ſome- 
times too ſhort, intelling but:half a truth exc. Therefore ler 
them firſt be tried by the Spixzrual Touchſtone, betore they pro- 


| cced out of thy mouth; whether they are pure or impure. 


Thirdly, Ute the- Spiritual Scales, to weigh, ponder, or 
conſider all things to-be ſpoken or done, beforc they paſs fronr 
thee ; for man durſt not let ſo many filthy words drop from 
his rongue, if firſt they were weighed and conſ1dered within at 
the Heart. Yea and Nay, Yes and No, muſt be the ſame as 
they are ſpoken, and ſo ſpeak the- ſame thing intended, and 

pretended ; for otherwiſe you are Lyars, and 
Rev. 21.8. _Lyars are for the Lake, to be amongſt, Doggs- 
Rev. 22. 15: and Whoremongers without. Yet with many, 

Lying is common, who have not learned to. 
ſpeak the ſame thing intended ;- as if you ask them, to ear, ro 
darink,, to tarry, &c. they will ſay No . yet deſire them again 
and they will accept it ; ſo: here-rhey are Lyars. Some in 
Scoffs and Mocks, think it is witty to ſpeak a Lye in Jeſt ; 
others being asked the truth of a thing,will ſometimes flouriſh 
and enlarge it, making the ſameroo much, or too little, as in 
Praiſing or diſprailing, in buying or ſelling, and account 
themſelves expert dealers, and cunning Chapmen, becauſe 
they can uſe their tongues for advantage ; whereas they are 
but Lyars in it ; and ſuch know not what a Spiritual Watch. 
meaneth : Therefore - know, that in all ſuch eſtates, ye are 
quite-out of —__ old way, or way of truth ; and remem- 
ber, If any ſuch ſeem. Religious, yer they are.not- ſo, ſervg. 
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their tongnes are unbridled, nor brought to the truth}, and 
thcir Religion is vain or empty, 7am. 1.26. Yet becauſe you are 
ſuch, I do nor ſay, you are damned ; but declare your being 
captive in fleſhly Babylon, ſhewing from the Spirit of God, 
what muſt be done by you, if ye are ſaved. bk 

If any are in Chriſt they are New Creatures, and there is 4 
new Heaven and a new Earth in them for all the parts, 
members, faculties, and abilties, are put to a new uſe ; the new 
heart, and new ſpirit is in them, ſo they ſpeak and act new 
things.from that law of God written in their inward parts 
and ſuch dare not vent their frothy words, as fleſh did for- 
merly, but now there is a killing of that z as Paul died dayly' 
x Cor. 15. 31. ſo the New Creature dies dayly to ſin, be 
is dead as to a&t in ſin, bur lively to- Righteouineſle ; where- 
as the Sinner is quick to ſin, but dead and dull in the things 
of God : So thou thalt ſee the difference of theſe Two Eſtates, 
betwixt Darkneſſe and Light, when thou comeſt to uſe the 
Spiritual Watch, Spiricual, Touchſtone, and Spiritual Scales z 
according to thy meaſure in the growth of Grace, to know. 
the power of an endleſs hfe within thee, working and effeRt- 
ing theſe things ; andthen thou mayeſt ſay, I now ſee what 
pure ſilence- 1s ,. yea, then thou ſhalr benefit by Silent 
Aectings. | 

And thoſe that are come to the pure ſilencing of fleſh, to 
bridle the tongue, to wreſtle with the ſpiritual / 
wickedneſs in the high place of the hearr, that Epheſ. 6. 12. 
each thought may be brought into obedience . Cor. 10. 5: 
unto Chriſt, and whatſoever they at, doallto 1 Cor.10.31, 
the Glory of God ; ſuch can witneſs the pow-- ; 
er of Chriſt in. them, and when he pleaſerh- to- call thenr by his 
Eternal Spirit to go forth as Miniſters, they can beſt declare 
what God hath revealed unto them-,, As the Man having the 
Devils caſt forth, publiſhed in Decapolts, how great things Je- 
ſus hath done for him, Mar. 5.20. wheareas They that preach by 
hear-ſay, and humane ſtudy, ſhew, they ſpeak not as the Spirtt 
gives them utterance, but with the tongues of fleſh, from car- 
nal Apprehenſions : So that, when they preach unto the people 
it might be objected ; Jeſus I know hath the Spirit, and Paul L 
know had it,,At.19 15. but whoare ye ? upon what a | 

| wou 
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would ye conjure forth ſin our of 


others, who have not the 
True Spirit your ſelves ? | 

Therefore 1 none aſſume or own any other Gofpe!- 
Miniſters , that thoſe called forth by th: Spirit of God, 
as Chriſt in Spirit, after his Reſurre&tion and Aſcenſion, 
confirmed the ſame, to lead them into all truth, and brins 
all things to their remembrence, as able Miniſters of the Spirir, 
and not of the Letter, Cor,3.6. as Carnal men do, who teach 
one another Hrmane Learning, :and then ſell it for Divinity, 
forcing many to pay for irat a dear rate, even to ſpoiling of 
Goods, Impriſonment and cruelty. 

But ſome will Objet& their Non-Ccripture Diſtintions of 
Mediate, and Immediate, Ordinary, and Extraordinary, ©. 
ſaying, T bat although the Apoctles were ſo called of Ged, yet 


they ordained other's not ſo called; and fo out of their carnall In- 


wventions they :undertake to conſecrate or make Steeple-houſes, 
HMaſſe-bouſes, High-places, or the Tower-houſes te be Churches, 
and to be Holy-places, and fit men by their Arts and Degrees to 
preach in ſuch places, 8 | 
Anſw. All their pretences can no more make ſuch Places 
koly,than a heap of ſtones, nor add any more vertue thereby 
Anto the Pulpit than into a Tub : For God 
Gal. 1. 18, is worſhipped in Spirit and Truth : Nor are 
7ohn 4-23,24, true Teachers to deliver any other Docrine 
1 Tim. 1. 3. than what the Apoſtles did : Therefore ſee 
Hat. 16.17, What Qualifications they were to have, x Tim. 
3 2,&c. Tit.1.6,&c. Now it is not fleſh and 
blood that reveals this unto them, nor the Tongues of Humane 


. Learning which qualifies men thus for the Miniſtry, but the ' 


ſame Spirit of God : Therfore it is common to ſee thoſe ha- 
ving much humane Learning to be Great Perſecutors,and will 
not take up the Colle to follow Chriſt and ſo croſle their own 
Lufts, Pride, Coverouſne'is,Envy and Filth, but give way unto 
it, by which meanswe find ſo many cruel Prieſts ; for there 
is ſcarce any Perſecution of Saiants, but the Prieſts are chief 
Actors therein, eicher by inſtigating or aRing, 

Now conſider Friends, it was that charged on Thyatira, for 
ſuffering 7ezebell, who called her felf a Propheteſle, to teach 
and (educ- the People, Rev.z. 20, $0 theſe Nationall —_— 

: oy - Cal 


Ws 4 So 
call chemfelves Divines, and Goſpell Miniftggs, yet lead the 
People.in Error ; which we now ſecing by the Fivk, of Chriſt, 
if we do not diſcover, reprove, and oppoſe them therein, God 
will lay the ſame thing ro our charge as he did unto Thyatira ; 
For now Jeſus Chriſt will ſer up his own Miniſtry : Far al- 
though he. forbad not his Diſciples to hear the Scribes and 
Phariſees, e/ar.23.3. when the Law-Miniſtry was not ended ; 
yet now having finiſhed that work in his fleſh, his Spiritual Mi- 
_ niſtry he hath ſet up to continue unto the end;and no other are 
we to hear. And this is the Teſtimony which the Lord hath 
called me to hold forth, Therefore hearken unto it. 


The 23d Day of 


the OO : Willian Britten, | 
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Concerning Gathering in the Name of Jeſus... 
FOHriſt Jeſus the Second Adam, who came amongſt the Sons 
C of Fallen Adam, you may lee the beginning of: his ſer+ 
ting up. his Ad4etings, when he ſairch, 'Where: two or three are 
gathered together in my Name, 1 am inthe middeſt of them : 
{o you ſee oe Chriſt begins with a. few, twooor three, tor 
there was the gathering of the /ews,. Seribes. and: Pharsſees, 
their Temple and Synagogues : and likewiſe:there was the 
Sathering of rhe Heathen to Dianas Temple: : And'all, theme 
that gathered. in*the Name of Jeſus, came from the- Jews 
Synagogue and Temple, and likewiſe:. the: Gentfles , *ints 
the Name of Jeſus ; for rhey: who are gathered in the Name 
of Jeſus, whoſe Name i above —_ name,. and there is no Sal» 
vation by asy other name: under the whole Heaven, but by the 
Name of jeſus, into; which the gathering is, where all know; 
their Salvation-3 and' ſo who are gathered into the Name 
of Jeſus, are gathered into the Power and Authority. For | 
you know whena Tax or Aſleſſment is gathered in the m—_ Z 
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bf the Head, .o Heads of a Nation, it-comes:in/Powet and 
'Authoriry;thatyou obey ircither actively or;paſſively. ' 
| And ſo who are gathered in the Name of Jelus, they are ga- 
thared in the Power, the Second Adam, whole Power and Au- 

_ thcriry is above the Power of the;firſt Adams Sons and Dangh- 
ters ; by which Power, andiin whoſe name 'their; People are 
gathered ::\Bur-Chriſt, whoſe Name #5 above: every name; and 
there 1s no Salvation by any other Name under Heaven, but by 

the Namie of Jeſw;, and they that be gatheretl inthis Nanie 
| of Jelus, -by the Power in which they know their Salvation, 
and they do. lee thereis no Salvation by any other Name un- 
der the whole Heaven, nor gathering by which they gather, 
they bid farewel to all other names and-gatierings under.Hea- 
ven, as knowing theres no Salvation bitt in the Dame of eſis. 
And this fulfils jacobs Propheſie, who faith, The Law ſhall nor 
depart from between fudahs feet until Shilo come;and the gather- 

3ng of all Nations ſhall be unto him : So then its clear, if the,ga- 

thering of all-Narions be- unto. Chiilt, chey- muſt. forſake all 
that, neo _ were _— : And Neqpoomamny that 

makes all-the Hcads of the National Wayes to be angry, thar- 
Roe Hem tp ; and Os with fach, The Loeb + 

War in Righteouſneſs, going on Conquering and to:Conquer, that ' 

be may Rule wheſe Right it #5, that be might ſubdue all things ts 
bimſelf ; in whole Name all things are to be done,and jn when 
all Pcople aretto be gathered; whom God hath $iven for Salva-- 

. © ion totheends of the Earth. Aid likewiſethis doth fulfil Mos 
-» ſes, Prophefie, who ſaid, Like 4nto me will God raiſe up a Pros 

 phet,, whom.in all-things the Peopl- ſhall hear, who is the Salvari-. 
01 to the ends of the Earth, to whom the Gathering of all Nations 

© uſt be :, And they who be gathered inis Name, dgand mult 
heat him inall things, by whom all things were'mudr and cre- 
«cd, who was gle FF with the Father before the World began, 
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